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Example 5: a perfect world
Written work
Advanced level
MYP year: 5 

Criterion A B C D E

Level achieved – – 8 8 –

Background
After having read Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, the students were required to choose one essay question 
from a possible three and write a 300-word literary essay. 

They had one hour to prepare in class using the essay-writing preparatory document that the teacher had 
handed over. Students then had a three-hour class period on a different day to write their rough draft as 
well as the final copy of their essay. They were allowed to use dictionaries as well as a list of cohesive devices, 
useful phrases for essay writing, notes on Fahrenheit 451, and a list of literary terms from the novel. 

The student whose work is represented here chose to answer the following question, “In what ways is the 
book a utopia and/or a dystopia?”

Note 1: This particular task is quite complex, even for English B advanced students.

Note 2: Students were not penalized if they went over the 300-word limit.

Assessment
Criterion C: writing—message and organization
Maximum 8

Achievement level Descriptor

7–8 The student communicates complex information; ideas and opinions are 
relevant, focused and supported by examples and illustrations where 
appropriate.

The student shows a sophisticated, in-depth understanding of the topic.

The structure is clear and effective and adds to the message being conveyed; 
cohesive devices enhance the development of ideas.

This work achieved level 8 because the student:

• communicates complex information; ideas and opinions are always relevant, focused and supported 
by examples and illustrations

• shows a sophisticated and in-depth understanding, both of the book and of the chosen topic 
(utopia/dystopia)

• structures the work clearly and effectively

• chooses cohesive devices that enhance the development of ideas.
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Criterion D:  writing—style and language use
Maximum 8

Achievement level Descriptor

7–8 The student’s choice of vocabulary is varied, sophisticated and idiomatic. 
The student uses complex grammar that adds to the style of the text; he/she 
shows the ability to manipulate the language.

Spelling/writing contributes to the quality of the work.

There is a clear sense of audience; register and style are effective. The 
student may be creative with the language, or show humour or irony when 
appropriate to the task.

This work achieved level 8 because the student:

• uses a vocabulary that is varied, sophisticated and idiomatic

• uses complex grammar that is appropriate to the style of the text and shows the ability to manipulate 
the language (for example, use of rhetorical questions)

• makes no spelling mistakes

• uses a register and style that are effective in making the reader feel involved.
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