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Example 5: a perfect world

Written work
Advanced level

MYP year: 5
Criterion A B C D E
Level achieved - - 8 8 -
Background

After having read Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, the students were required to choose one essay question
from a possible three and write a 300-word literary essay.

They had one hour to prepare in class using the essay-writing preparatory document that the teacher had
handed over. Students then had a three-hour class period on a different day to write their rough draft as
well as the final copy of their essay. They were allowed to use dictionaries as well as a list of cohesive devices,
useful phrases for essay writing, notes on Fahrenheit 451, and a list of literary terms from the novel.

The student whose work is represented here chose to answer the following question, “In what ways is the
book a utopia and/or a dystopia?”

Note 1: This particular task is quite complex, even for English B advanced students.

Note 2: Students were not penalized if they went over the 300-word limit.

Assessment

Criterion C: writing—message and organization
Maximum 8

Achievement level | Descriptor

7-8 The student communicates complex information; ideas and opinions are
relevant, focused and supported by examples and illustrations where
appropriate.

The student shows a sophisticated, in-depth understanding of the topic.

The structure is clear and effective and adds to the message being conveyed;
cohesive devices enhance the development of ideas.

This work achieved level 8 because the student:

. communicates complex information; ideas and opinions are always relevant, focused and supported
by examples and illustrations

. shows a sophisticated and in-depth understanding, both of the book and of the chosen topic
(utopia/dystopia)
. structures the work clearly and effectively

. chooses cohesive devices that enhance the development of ideas.
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Criterion D: writing—style and language use
Maximum 8

Achievement level Descriptor

7-8 The student’s choice of vocabulary is varied, sophisticated and idiomatic.
The student uses complex grammar that adds to the style of the text; he/she
shows the ability to manipulate the language.

Spelling/writing contributes to the quality of the work.

There is a clear sense of audience; register and style are effective. The
student may be creative with the language, or show humour or irony when
appropriate to the task.

This work achieved level 8 because the student:

. uses a vocabulary that is varied, sophisticated and idiomatic

. uses complex grammar that is appropriate to the style of the text and shows the ability to manipulate
the language (for example, use of rhetorical questions)

. makes no spelling mistakes

. uses a register and style that are effective in making the reader feel involved.
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Student work
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Utopia. heanens Two porfect worldS, Both are places we have
all beond &, but vone hare Jeem. In yodera ‘&xxdyﬁ\r\mé)h,%w y Com
Beem Qo auny, ener impoSSibles But what i€ everyfhin g chonged;
what i witsery diSa ppexced s exeryone was happy 7 Woold Jeu believe
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oPthe Seciely poctrayed o faenbiet 451, a Science-Rickon nowl
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essay, we will try fo answer tWs questions tn what wayS 15 4he,
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qet adtached o the television than toa persen, bocarse a .
doesmnt die! That way, eyeryone i3 happl.

Now, lef'S hawe . cleser ook atthe. dystogion Side ofthe aovel.

AS tetioned above, the Seciely Grem the book disposed of everytlue 9
that covld CouSe Semeore to be Unhappy, but et without cﬁispofsma
€ st on- felings foo. Take 4Wis quate, for eyamples

T s (et gy
A3 you Can See, nobody CareS about anyere elSe amymose becavs.
Lelings were Killed of ¥, Rople aure So Bolf-Contered that thay comsider
ft fm togo m peopk over on the Wighway, Agather tnteresting, yet
c{iS*M'biné, poct R dhe book 15 that medins fReed pasple USeleSS emgly
fofocmation So that fhey Rel fike they cure +kmm-n6 Jwhile theyare
ally justeing controlled by them. Feople caxit exem £hinf; fire
them Selves any moce.

T ConcluSion T would hane foSay that the Seciety in
fovenleit 45] appanestorte fo be move ofa dystopia than
Ulogias Although the tdew 154015 acceptable withoot Gelmgs and
{-ho-;ah‘b [t woold be fhe Seume. as deaths TS thaf Where cur
Seciety s I’lmdfna‘"{ Only we can decide.
268 werds
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